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worry me not a little.   The Speaker, though no genius,
is cheerful  and   conversible,  and   very  civil,   which

always makes good company.1

' January 9.*

4 I went yesterday to Lord Grenville, and made my
offer of service on the Continent, if it should be
thought advisable to employ me on any special mission.
He received the matter civilly enough, but of course
without saying anything positive on the subject. He
talked freely and fully enough on Continental politics,
which I confess I think in an unpromising state. Naples
engaged in these hostilities not only without concert,
but contrary to the advice of the Emperor, and with a
declaration that he would not support them. Lord
Grrenville seems to think the King of Naples justified,
even in these circumstances, in beginning the war, be-
cause he could not avoid it in the end, and he might
make it more advantageously by attacking than by
waiting for the enemy. He also hopes to force the
Emperor into the war by the necessity of preventing
the conquest of Naples; but I confess it seems to me
otherwise, and Naples was so sure of immediate defeat,
single-handed, against France, that it is only a means
of depriving the Allies of the assistance to be derived
from Naples if the war really becomes general.

61 have seen Austria play the fool or rogue for so
many years, that I can't expect much from her.

6 Lord Nelson and I are asked to meet Pitt at Lord
Darnley's.'

1 This and the following letters are addressed to Lady Minto at Park
Place.